
The most common way that flu vaccines are 
made is using an egg-based manufacturing 
process that has been used for more than 70 

years (2). Let’s take a look:

Discover how 
VACCINES ARE MADE

RECEIVING THE 
VACCINE 
INGREDIENTS (5)

National influenza Centers from 
100+ countries send virus samples 

to 6 World Health Organization 
(WHO) Collaboration Centres .

The antigen may 
be combined with 
adjuvants,  
stabil izers and 
preservatives   

The final vaccine 
preparation

Specialised equipment  is  
used to store and shipped 

the vaccines at  the 
correct temperature.  

Refrigerated 
lorries  transport  the 

vaccines to the 
warehouse cold room. 

Portable iceboxes 
transport  the vaccines to 

distributors,  wholesalers,  
pharmacies or directly to 

local health authorities .  

The vaccine 
syringes are 
labelled and 
packed.

The label ,  leaflet and 
carton is  specific to the 
destination country.

The WHO Global 
Influenza Surveillance 
and Response System 
sends the vaccine virus 
candidate  to the vaccine 
manufacturer.

A virus 
strain  is  

identified.

The virus 
antigen is  

purified.
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FILLING AND 
PACKAGING (1, 5, 8)

STORAGE, 
SHIPMENT AND 
DISTRIBUTION (1, 8)

FORMULATION (1, 7)

GENERATING 
THE ANTIGEN*
*the active ingredient 
capable of  producing an 
immune response  (5 ,  6 ,  7 )

The northern 
hemisphere  begins 
in February.

The southern 
hemisphere

 begins in 
September.

FLU VACCINE 
PRODUCTION 
BEGINS (3,4)

The vaccine virus is  
injected into 

chicken eggs.  

The eggs are 
incubated at a 

specif ic 
temperature  for  

several  days .  

The virus 
mult ipl ies .

The vaccine 
preparation 
is  filled into 
syringes.  

The fluid containing 
the virus is  harvested  
from the egg.  

The vaccine 
viruses are 
inactivated 
(k i l led.)

The manufacturer 
has several  

hundred or even 
thousand l itres of 

purified antigen.  

D
U R ATI O N :  2 -4 WEEKS

DUR ATION: 2 WEEKS

DUR ATION: 2 WEEKS

DUR ATION: 2 WEEKS
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DUR ATION: 2 WEEKS    

Don’t let the flu bug you
Find out how to fight the flu:  www.influenzahub.com
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